


Outline of Nuts to Soup Event 
Thursday, November 5th, 10:00 a.m. 
By: Paul Lukes 
 
This year’s pre-Thanksgiving drive, formerly the Turkey Trot, will take us through the 
once world-famous Turkey Capital, Turlock. 
 
From Paul Luke’s home, the total distance for the entire trip will be about 200 miles. Depending 
on where you live, the mileage will be different because your drive will not start at my house.  
 
The gathering point of The Nuts to Soup Event is the Blue Diamond Almond outlet in 
Modesto. 
 
Modesto is famous for many things, including a minor league baseball team called The 
Nuts.  However, we will also be checking out the Graffiti USA Classic Car Museum, which 
celebrates George Lucas’s American Graffiti movie and the 1960s car culture that some of us may 
still remember.   
 
After a petrol stop in Turlock, we head to the friendly little community of Hilmar for lunch and 
everything you ever wanted to know about cheese-making. 
 
Onto country roads, we will pass through California’s Great Valley Grasslands. There is a pullover 
for viewing, but really, it’s just grassland. So on to Gustine, past a former Army airfield, and an 
educational visit to the Gustine Museum (spoiler alert), a former jail, 
 
And last, but not least, Pea Soup Anderson, at Santa Nella, on Interstate 5, where we will, sadly, 
part company.  
 
Your final leg may either be north on I-5, or west over 152 to 101. From beginning to end, the 
Morgan idiom is complete. Save this date! Thursday, November 5th. 
 

Addresses of places we will visit: 
1 Blue Diamond Almonds and Nuts Gift Shop 

4800 Sisk Road 
Modesto, CA 95356 

3 Hilmar Visitors Center 
8901 Lander Avenue 
Hilmar, CA 95324 

2 Graffiti USA Classic Car Museum 
610 N 9th Street 
Modesto, CA 95350 

4 Gustine Museum 
397 4th Street 
Gustine, CA 95322 

  5 Pea Soup Anderson 
12411 CA-33 
Santa Nella, CA 9532 
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