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The Morgazette
The Newsletter of the Morgan Sports Car Club of Northern California

The Morgan Sports Car Club of Northern California (MSCCNC)
exists to support and further the appreciation of Morgan motoring
and the related activities of its neighbors and friends. Our common
interests start with enthusiastic support of the Morgan sports car
experience and extend to the friendship and camaraderie amongst
all like-minded persons. 

Steve Wax
2053 Pleasant Hill Road
Sebastopol, CA 95472-4947

646/456-3356 • stevewax@gmail.com
1963 red +4; chassis 82343; license 604KTN

Membership News

Shown here is the winner of Silliest Mask
on the "Covid Schmoovid" Run
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May
Sun-Sat 9-15 • SPRING MOG hosted by
Bob Panero, Dave White & John Burks

June
Open for Suggestions

July
FridaFriday, 9-11 • MOGWEST (See flyer)

Sunday 18 • Hillsborough Concours d”Elegance
Registration now open at:
registration@hillsboroughconcours.org

August
Friday 13 • Morgan Club Party at The Stecks’
Thurs-Sun 12-15 • Rolex Monterey Historic Week

SeptemberSeptember
Open for Suggestions

October
Sunday 17-20 • Finding Fault at the Pinnacles

November
Open for Suggestions 

December
Sunday 5 • Morgan Club Christmas Party
Contact: Elaine FisherContact: Elaine Fisher
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I currently subscribe to several newsletters and magazine publications and when opening each
copy, I look for anything related to a Morgan. Well, in the May 2021 issue of Classic Motorsports,
I found one.

Tom Suddard, the publisher of the magazine wrote an article entitled “Scratching a Mid-Century
Itch”.  Tom got an e-mail from a friend in California that had a “half finished, half modified 1952
flat rad Morgan +4 for sale” and he “was smitten”. He was tempted by this potential project, but
his younger stahis younger staff felt that “no one would want to read about something that antiquated.” This car
had some racing history at Laguna Seca and when he reached out to social media he received
a positive response. He also reviewed “some old racing movies from the 50’s.” After watching,
he “pulled the trigger and picked up that Morgan.” The film showed the Morgan pushing to the
lead, so he knew he “had done the right thing”. The last sentence of the last paragraph of the
article really made my day: ‘’we are going to build a Morgan rally car, and we are going to take
you with us.” I am really looking forward to reading the subsequent articles, seeing who is
involved in this project and how it is being restored. Since the car will be restored in California,involved in this project and how it is being restored. Since the car will be restored in California,
I think I’ll e-mail Tom and ask if he would welcome any of my technical wisdom. 
(This is a joke...Ann)

Fred and I want to personally welcome Tcherek Kamstra to the Morgazette team. Tcherek
developed our website and updates it with each new issue.  She also volunteered to be our
new Design and Production Manager. She is extremely talented and we are very fortunate
to have her.  We look forward to working with Tcherek and I am sure you will enjoy her artistry.

In closing, we would like to write a few words about our wonderful Design and ProductionIn closing, we would like to write a few words about our wonderful Design and Production
Manager Donna Dell ’Ario. As you know by now, Donna passed away just shortly before the
last issue was to be designed. In talking to Larry Ayers, the Morgazette
was a passion for Donna and she donated many hours to its publication.
We took over as editors almost 2 years ago, and working with Donna
was an absolute pleasure. She was very patient and kind in helping us
as new editors. She will be truly missed, not only as a fellow volunteer
for the Morgazette, but as a friend participating in the many events wefor the Morgazette, but as a friend participating in the many events we
all shared. We hope you have time to read the articles about her in this
issue, and will fondly remember the time you spent with her. She was
an amazing woman and will be remembered for her kindness, hard work,
and dedication to all things Morgan. We also want to send our sincere
condolences to Larry Ayers who lost the love of his life. 

By Fred & Ann Thompson
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It’s a rare occurrence when a V-twin Morgan three-wheeler leaves the Morgan Factory,
begins life as an Aero model, and is later converted to a four-wheeler. A 1929 Morgan
Blackburne Aero was dispatched from the MMC to Homacs, the London dealer, on 4
May 1929, and began its historic life style sporting registration UV 2202.

The motor fitted is a 1926 Blackburne KMC “the cream of the British V-twins” and the
production derivative of the KMB racing motor, The Blackburne factory in Berkhamsted
advertised their motor as “The advertised their motor as “The World’s Fastest Standard Engine.” Fitted in a Morgan
cyclecar, this type of engine succeeded in attaining a speed of over 100 miles per hour,
the first three-wheeler to accomplish this feat. It broke Class H2 records also British
and World’s Records.These included the Flying Kilo at 104.68 mph, and the Flying
Mile at 108.72 mph.”

The earliest ownership history is a little vague, but in 1970, British owner, Roger
Richmond, a member of the Morgan Three-WheelerClub, was the owner, and had been
an enthusiast for Frazer Nash and GN vehicles for some time. He had the inspiration toan enthusiast for Frazer Nash and GN vehicles for some time. He had the inspiration to
turn the Morgan Aero trike into a four-wheeler using a GN rear axle and
suspension. Considerable engineering and hard work were involved in creating Salote,
the name Roger gave it, using parts from a variety of makes including: Rover Eight,
Austin Seven, Rolls-Royce, Fiat, Sunbeam, ERA, Frazer Nash, Morgan and GN. The
name given to the MOG/GN referred to Queen Salote of Tonga who was 6-foot 3-inches
in height. In April 1977, Salote had its first test run on some of the lesser-known roads
in Somerset. During the yeain Somerset. During the year, action was seen at the Curborough Sprint, with the
VSCC at Oulton Park (7th in Race 1, and 2nd in Race 2), Prescott (too wet for
competition runs), and Cadwell Park (2nd in the Frazer Nash Race).

A rather full schedule was the norm in 1978 involving a number of rallies and hill
climbs. Action was seen with the VSCC for the Wessex Trial, Boulogne Meeting,
Dorset Light Car Rally, Gurston Down Hillclimb, Shelsley Walsh, and Cadwell Park.

Continuing competition, an unfortunate incident occurred at Shelsley Walsh in 1979
when over enthusiastic driving through the Esses resulted in an overturn.when over enthusiastic driving through the Esses resulted in an overturn. The two-
seater Aero body was badly damaged and a decision was reached to build a new body,
a single-seater. Still resembling the Aero body style, the new body of aluminum was
seventy pounds lighter and attached with dzus button fasteners! This difference in
weight would equate to better performance.As a single-seater, using a retubed chassis,
the car proved that it could reach 84 mph at 3500 rpm in high gear.

A number of improvements ensued before Salote enjoyed a week’s touring in 1979 in
the Dolomites that ended in an eight-mile hill climb at Mendola, and placing 4th with anthe Dolomites that ended in an eight-mile hill climb at Mendola, and placing 4th with an
unblemished performance. Competitions continued from 1981 (3 events recorded)
through 1987 with a similar number for each of those ensuing years. In 1984, Salote
conquered the Stelvio Pass in the Swiss Alps at 9,000 feet with 42 turns during a Frazer
Nash Raid. A sticker commemorating that feat remains on the vehicle. It was later driven
the entire 2400 miles in the 1989 Frazer Nash Raid to Italy.
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During 1991-92, a new chassis was installed that lowered the car 2.5
inches. Wiscombe Park saw a 1st Place out of 7 entries.More events in 1992
witnessed action at Loton Park, Shelsley Walsh, Prescott, with the Frazer Nash Section
at Cornbury Park, and with the VSCC at the Weston-super-Mare Sprint. Just two
events were entered in 1993 and one in June
1999 during a Frazer Nash Section Raid to
SouthSouth Tirol.

Several years later, in 2001, Salotewould find a new home with Michael Mulroney in
Pennsylvania, USA. He began to enthusiastically race the Morgan/GN with Vintage
Racing at Lime Rock, Watkins Glen, Elkhart Lake (Road America) Summit Point,
Savannah, Pocono, and Road Atlanta with VSCCA, VSCDA, and VDCA for a total of 15
events listed in the log book. Michael’s two-member team was called “The Phlexed
Sphincter Racing Team.” Early on, Michael had some difficulty with carburetor
adjustments, and distributor and magneto firing, but when running correctly theadjustments, and distributor and magneto firing, but when running correctly the
performance was perfectly enjoyable. That is, until he allowed his daughter, Moira, to
drive it in the 7th Annual Governor’s Cup Vintage Race. Misfortune reared its ugly
head, and the crank extension sheared between the thrust bearing and the
flywheel. The clutch release mechanism was destroyed and the splined end of the
propeller shaft was bent resulting in one damaged Blackburne KMC motor. What to
do? Send the motor back to England for repair? Yes, the crankshaft assembly was
dispatched to Pat Bastock for refurbishing, Englanddispatched to Pat Bastock for refurbishing, England’s Blackburne engine specialist.

In the interim, events loomed on the horizon, and a “Morgan/GN/ Harley” was created
when a 1976 Harley Davidson motor was fitted. This was a shovelhead 45-degree
air-cooled 1200 cc V-twin developing 55 hp.This motor is 15 pounds heavier than the
Blackburne but that was somewhat offset with weight savings from the absence of
coolant. A twin plate clutch from Coleman Products was attached because it fit the
available space. A Cortina flywheel assembly with ring gear weighing 12 pounds was
used.used. A Mikuni carburetor and Subaru starter were attached plus an alternator fitted to
the rear chassis. Straight pipes emitted a 93 db racket. Other modifications included
new king pin assemblies, new hubs, re-spoked wheels and new brake drums and
shoes. Aircraft quality brake cables and fittings and new Avon tires completed the
picture with the addition of a vintage-looking roll bar.
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Motor: KMC Blackburne OHV 60-degree V-twin 1096 ccbore and stroke:85 mm X 96.8 mm,
water-cooled, 10/40 HP, c.r. 6.4:1 weight –98 pounds
Carburetor: British Amal type 6
Fuel Tank: 3 gallons 1.5 pints
Oil Tank: 5.5 pints
Starting: hand crank plus electric starter
Controls: dual hand and foot throttles and moreControls: dual hand and foot throttles and more

Chassis: Morgan and GN, tubular steel, lug and plate fabrication
Clutch: Pressure plate and disc, toothed flywheel
Transmission: Morgan two speed “wide-B” bevel box (no reverse)
Drive: dog sprockets & chains 0.75 pitch; gear ratios adjustable with sprocket swaps
Front suspension: Morgan, coil springs, sliding stub axles
Rear suspension: solid GN axle, quarter-elliptical springs, friction shocks
Front brakes: Morgan, cable operated  Rear brake: pre-war Fiat, cable operatedFront brakes: Morgan, cable operated  Rear brake: pre-war Fiat, cable operated
Wheels and tires: wire-spoke rims and hubs, Avon 350 X 19 front –Dunlop 400 X 19 rear

Body: Aero style, steel and aluminum construction
Dimensions: length –9’0”width –4’10”height –3’6”
Wheelbase: 6’8” front track 4’3”rear track 3’6”

Weight: 705 pounds sans road equipment & silencers
Performance: Approximately 84 mph @ 3500 rpm, sans propeller, seldom fitted
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Dear Morgan Club Members,

I wish to thank everyone for all your many kind words, emails, cards, and phone calls
regarding Donna’s passing that occurred exactly one
week ago today on March 6. Your thoughtfulness is
most appreciated and I know Donna would be as
grateful as I am to hear from you.
  
You may not know that only was she talented as a
computer graphic artist and designer, but was also very
accomplished as a jewelry maker and a superb sewing
expert. She fabricated several tonneau covers and
hoods for my three wheelers, as well as the Bimini top
and tonneau for the 1971 Plus 8. She loved and
designed the dart board face covers for Mog Westdesigned the dart board face covers for Mog West
themes as well as creating several large posters
featuring Morgans.

I was always very appreciative and respectful of her
many talents and will miss those creative efforts very
much. I am grateful that she will be featured in this
Morgazette issue with a story of her background and
photos depicting the different stages in her life.photos depicting the different stages in her life.
In the meantime, I pray that you will stay safe and healthy, and I can’t wait until members of the
MSCCNC can gather again and share our friendship and stories.
 
Love and best wishes, Larry

We all know about and have benefitted from Donna's many talents, and
I'd like to highlight one of them.  Donna was so creative!  Here is an
example of the care and talent that she put into everything she did -example of the care and talent that she put into everything she did -
a prize for one of the fun Oyster Run games that she and Larry put on
for so many years. I cherish this bag (look how she indicated the date:
02/20/2000); it is reserved for special Morgan occasions. But all her
prizes were tiny works of art, including glitter-coated oyster shells and
oyster shells artfully designed to be suitable for wall hanging (and we
had one on our wall for years).

I'd also like to remind everyone about just one of several games that she and I created for a run thatI'd also like to remind everyone about just one of several games that she and I created for a run that
we jointly sponsored which ended up at Hakone Gardens, many years ago (so long ago that I cannot 

A Special Mesage from Larry Ayers

A Short Remembrance of Donna Dell’Ario
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remember when).  It was called something like "name the object under the Scotsman's kilt." I had
found a nice wool kilt at a secondhand store, and Donna and I had a lot of fun choosing items to
hide in the kilt for folks to feel without looking and try to guess what they were. I think Paul
Marchant particularly delighted in this one. She and I had a laugh about this one by email about 2
days before her passing.  Raise a glass!  We will miss you.

Donna was a dear and treasured friend.  We became close in 2017 while traveling for a month
through Spain and Portugal in the back seat of a 1931 Model A Ford with Dale and Karen Barry.
The close proximity either makes or breaks a friendship and certainly solidified ours! Donna and
I referred to ourselves as nothing more than "ballast" and joked and giggled about it the entire trip.
Her most endearing quality was her undying optimism about everything. She always saw the pony
in a room full of sh*t. She was smart, creative and talented. Her views of life and death were prag-
matic and brave, especially considering her lifelong physical challenges. I love her and miss hermatic and brave, especially considering her lifelong physical challenges. I love her and miss her
terribly. She will always be in my heart. Farewell my dear friend. My good thoughts will always be
with you.  

Memory of Donna
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Yah know, I think it comes down to
thinking carefully about what it all is you
want from a Morgan.

In the Discourses by Epictetus (a Greek
slave of Romans), he notes that the
most important question in life is “What
is it you want”? followed closely by “Howis it you want”? followed closely by “How
is it you intend to get it”?  Epictetus of
course does not assume goodness or 
badness of the person asking these
questions, merely that they are to be
asked and are of primary importance
regardless of the ethical qualities of your
intent.intent.

So, I know what with The Great White
Hope, what I want is the driving
experience of a Morgan in the late
1950’s – which because of its inherent
design harkens back to driving
experiences of earlier times – in its
entirety – not just the car but the entireentirety – not just the car but the entire
environment through which I drive it. I
even live in a place that seems similar to
the country byways in old England. My
commute is up past lakes and on
country roads that are arch-overhung
with trees.  I see cows and horses,
occasionally a noisy John Deere.occasionally a noisy John Deere.
Sometimes there are even more than 2
cars on the road with me. I try to be
almost never on highways (except those
built during the WPA and on which
trucks and buses are forbidden.) It’s a
time machine; in the force of my will I 
can rock the universe back on itscan rock the universe back on its
fulcrum to a warmer, more pleasant day,
and for a short while I feel the sweet
taste of that universe in harmony. From
a driver’s perspective, it is the world as 
described in the first-ever driver’s
handbook, The Lure of Speed (Sire
Henry O’Neal Dehane Segrave).  Henry O’Neal Dehane Segrave).  

Delightful in its innocence, like  a fire just lit or field
grass in early spring, not of this time and fleeting at
very best.

Who, in their right mind would ever want to change
the description in the preceding paragraph by
“improving it”? I work hard to not improve the Hope.
Oh, OK, sometimes I’ll replace a part with one thatOh, OK, sometimes I’ll replace a part with one that
promises to not fail quite os often, but even some
of the failures harken back to that time. It is a time
when presented with some failure (starter, points,
regulator, tyre, etc.), it was expected that you would
take an hour or two to repair it and (only then)
continue on your way with any tardiness forgiven.
Why would I want to sacrifice that ease and graceWhy would I want to sacrifice that ease and grace
to convenience?  Truthfully, I’m not into convenience…
it has become, in my estimation, the enemy of a
civilized life in that it creates expectations of human
behavior that are in and of themselves inhuman.

The ’57 four-seater is exactly and wonderfully an
embodiment of the deliciously polite and peaceful
time; every line in that car holds with no compromisetime; every line in that car holds with no compromise
to it’s original intent; no need for better performance,
or better braking, or better acceleration, or more
appeal to popular sentiment and commercial viability;
or better weather protection, or - dare I say again -
convenience is evidenced.
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I know I blaspheme but, if it were a
better car I wanted, I already have that.
My everyday car is a BMW Z4 (snow
and shine) and I wouldn’t trade it for a
more modern Morgan. When I want to
drive a vintage car, the Hope comes out
under my loving hands.under my loving hands.

Nor, in any of the above do I mean
disrespect to those of you who see it
differently, whose love of touring in a
Morgan the way I might tour regularly in
the Z, whose interest in high
performance, or whose love of more
modern technology is evidenced in theirmodern technology is evidenced in their
Morgan choice. I merely needed to put
down how I, personally, see it (all) in
Morgans.

Cretaceously,

Spider
3585 (four-seaters, high bodies, wide
board, and long grilles forever!)board, and long grilles forever!)
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FOR SALE –
1929 Morgan/GN with a
Blackburne KMC motor.  This
historic two-speed vehicle was
built by Roger Richmond who
campaigned it beginning in 1977
with the VSCC and the Frazerwith the VSCC and the Frazer
Nash Club. It competed in many
events in England before venturing
to the States where Michael
Mulroney raced it in 15 events
before it went back to England where
Steve Lister raced it and from whom
I bought it. I bought it. 

I intended to race it in the States,
had a change of heart, and have
retired from racing.  UV 2202 is in
tip-top condition, has a roll bar,
12-Volts with an electric starter,
and all its history from new. 

If you are interested in owningIf you are interested in owning
this unique and historic vehicle,
please contact:
Larry Ayers, at 707-319-3916
or RedMorganRacing@earthlink.net. 

The price is $65,000 USD, what I
have invested, plus shipping.
More photos and historic facts areMore photos and historic facts are
available. Vehicle is located in the
San Francisco Bay Area.



Rachel L. Hill  ++  Business Manager   ++  408.782.1100 
 ++  16840 Joleen Way G4, Morgan Hill CA 95037 ++  www.ontheroadagainclassics.com
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’57 Morgan +4 Needs a Good Home
By: David Nelson
415-572-3679

David Nelson has a 1957 +4 project that he
would like to sell. He just cannot see finishing
it anytime soon, so he would like to see it
go to a good home.go to a good home.

So far, he has already put in over $30K into
restoring the car, but it still has a ways to go.
David would like to get $20K for it, but is open
to offers. The car needs a new body tub and
front cowl. It is not a matching numbers car,
but does have a Morgan block. The rolling
chassis, dash, and gauges are complete. chassis, dash, and gauges are complete. 
It is BRG with black interior. 

If you have any questions, please email
David at david@sda-sf.com.

The car can be seen in its present state
at On the Road Again Classics, in Morgan Hill.
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Masks Off!
Springmog Event
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Having very much missed my Morgan drives
with Bill Button, it was so nice to spend time
with great Morgan friends after an entire year
without them!
 
P.S. The car ran flawlessly the entire trip!

In order to get to Ashland, one must drive back down 
through California and loop back up into Oregon

resulting scar will serve as a lifelong reminder of our
already memorable trip!

Once in Ashland,we arrived at the lovely home of John
& Barbara Burks. Barbara prepared a lovely meal and
we dined al fresco, enjoying the spring weather and the
company of Bob Panero and Barclay and Ginny Shaw.
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A few weeks ago I received a call from Keith Baldwin, brother of the Morgan factory’s Mark
Baldwin and former ace mechanic at Bill Fink’s Isis Imports. Keith lives in Longview,
Washington, and had just completed some work on a nearby Morgan owner’s 1995 Plus 8.
Keith informed me that he had permission from the car’s owner to take the car for an
extended test run, and asked if I would be willing to come along. After being cooped up
for the past year, and having recently been fully vaccinated against Covid19, I enthusiastically
said “said “Yes!”

Keith picked me up at the airport in Portland and we
made our way down the beautiful Oregon coast.
Weather was brisk but sunny, and we never put the
top up on the entire trip. The first night we spent at
a hotel directly on the beach, with glorious views.
The following morning we made our way to Brook-
ings, where we spent the day walking on the beach.ings, where we spent the day walking on the beach.
Also, Keith introduced me to Broadchurch on Net-
flix, and I became hooked on this dark but very well
acted drama.

Speaking of drama, we did encounter some that day During one of our stops, poor Keith
tripped over a curb and ended up with quite a nasty gash on his forehead! In all honesty I felt
he needed stitches, however Keith insisted that he was fine. He concentrated on his driving
while I focused on providing medical attention, mopping up the blood...on the plus side, thewhile I focused on providing medical attention, mopping up the blood...on the plus side, the
 




