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The Morgazette
The Newsletter of the Morgan Sports Car Club of Northern California

The Morgan Sports Car Club of Northern California (MSCCNC)
exists to support and further the appreciation of Morgan Motoring
and the related activities of supporting our club and driving our
Morgans. Our common interest extends to the friendships and
camaraderie gained through participation in club events.



The Fault Line Tour was organized by Tom Hamilton and Jim
Taylor. An incredible run highlighting the fault lines of California
along with the history of Interstate 5 and Dead Man’s Curve.
Included was information about Sandberg Hillclimb and the
Morgans that participated in the 4 events between 1950-51.
From Cambria the run continued north up the coast with a
wonderful lunch at Nepenthe Restaurant.wonderful lunch at Nepenthe Restaurant. The drive up the
coast Highway 1 toward Monterey was spectacular. No fog,
no wind, and blue skies all the way. 
 

A few Morgans were represented in the  Annual David Love Vintage races which is sponsored by CSAG.
Tom Morgan in his 56’ 4/4 was seated in group 1, and John Buttenbaum in his 57’ 4/4 was seated in group
2. Singing the National Anthem was non other than Bev Morgan.

Such a wonderful Club we have! So nice to see new members showing up for the events this year. Loren
Steck of Carmel Valley has put in a request for more than 8 Morgans on his lawn this year. Hopefully new
members will join us.

Looking forward to Spring Mog and many more events and runs to come.   Looking forward to Spring Mog and many more events and runs to come.   
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The Year of the Tiger! This was an incredible event that  Ann and Fred
Thompson organized to celebrate the Chinese New Year. First, a short
drive to Dick DeLuna’s car collection just off Canada Road in Woodside.
Some 22 cars and 40 Morganeers showed up to view this wonderful col-
lection of cars and car memorabilia. Then it was off to Kings Mountain
Road and Skyline Blvd., ending at the Thompson’s home and garden to
enjoy an outstanding Chinese lunch. Most of all it was great to see soenjoy an outstanding Chinese lunch. Most of all it was great to see so
many members that we have not seen in a long, long time. 

Drawing by Tcherek
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It is with great sadness that we pass along this story about the passing
of Barbara Willburn. She was born the 24th of September 1937 in Cali-
fornia to Virgil Lorimer Bonham and Margie Mae (Anderson) Bonham.
Barbara was the eldest of two children, Barbara and Roger Bonham.

She married Gerald David (Gerry) Willburn, the son of Delwin Victor
Willburn and Dorene Margaret (Luke) Willburn. She had known Gerry
forever (their fathers worked together), but there was a hiatus fromforever (their fathers worked together), but there was a hiatus from
about six to sixteen. They met again in her father's garage while he
was doing brake work on Gerry's Chrysler Town and Country Convertible.
Barbara's family spent her father's vacation on Balboa Island. She saw
Gerry driving onto the Island (the car was pretty distinctive) and walked
up to him and said; "I know you." and he replied; "Of course you do." and
the rest is history.

Automobiles have been a passion for both of them for many years. In 1955, when Barbara andAutomobiles have been a passion for both of them for many years. In 1955, when Barbara and
Gerry were married, they bought an MG TD to drive on their honeymoon. It was a great car
(times were slower then). It did lack a bit of power, so a supercharger was added. It served them
well during his Navy years. Over a few pints with a friend one night, Gerry made the comment
that the ideal Sports Car was the MG TC body on a supercharged TF 1500 chassis. His friend
said, “Why bother. Buy a Morgan.” That set the wheels moving and when Barbara saw a black
Drophead Coupe in the paddock one day, she said, “That’s what I want!”

In early 1959, Barbara and Gerry had decided it was time to trade their supercharged MG for aIn early 1959, Barbara and Gerry had decided it was time to trade their supercharged MG for a
new Morgan. They searched out Rene' Pellandini's local Morgan dealership in Los Angeles, and
there met Lew Spencer who was in the process of making a name for himself in local Club racing.
Morgans were then, as now, in somewhat short supply. The only car on the showroom floor was
quite well blocked in by other brands and unavailable for a demonstration ride. "Not to worry."
said Lew. As an alternative, he offered them a ride in Rene's 212 Ferrari. With Barbara perched
on top of the spare tire behind the two front seats, they motored out onto Sunset Boulevard. After
a spirited drive through the Hollywood Hills, they arrived back at the dealership. Lew said "Thea spirited drive through the Hollywood Hills, they arrived back at the dealership. Lew said "The
Morgan performs about the same, but rides harder!" They bought a new Morgan DHC (SN4204).
It was the start of a long love affair.

They drove that Morgan everywhere! For a while it was the only car they owned. Their son John,
then two years old, spent his formative years riding in a child’s seat that they built sideways on
the package shelf behind the seats. When they finally sold the Drophead, it had well over 100,000
miles on the clock. The engine had never been overhauled but the front suspension was rebuilt a
few of times.few of times.

Barbara and Gerry have owned several Morgans since then. Barbara did Morgan interiors and
has done nearly every Concours winner. One of their Morgans won the Second Place Trophy at
Pebble Beach in 1993. But whenever they think of the 1959 Drophead it is like someone remem-
bering their first love. It grows brighter (and better) with the passage of time rather than fading
from memory as so many things do. We will remember Barbara in very much the same way. Our
memories of her will grow brighter with the passage of time. 

Barbara died on the 27th of January 2022. She will be greatly missed by her husband, familBarbara died on the 27th of January 2022. She will be greatly missed by her husband, family, and
friends in the Morgan Club.      
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Adventures out and about with our Morgans are moving in a positive direction. In this issue we are
featuring two wonderful outings. The first occurred in February, it was a bit too late to get into January-
February issue, so we are covering it now. There were more Morgans and participants who enjoyed the
“Year of the Tiger” run since I have been a club member. The weather, food, destinations and camaraderie
all contributed to a wonderful day. Be sure to check the article, photos and list of all those who attended.
The second fabulous event was “Finding Fault, a run to the Pinnacles.” This was a well-organized run
which took place on a beautiful weekend. There certainly was “no fault” found with this event. Either re-livewhich took place on a beautiful weekend. There certainly was “no fault” found with this event. Either re-live
this event, or find out what your fellow Morganeers enjoyed in the “Pinnacles Run” article with photos.

There are several upcoming events, some of which are club sponsored, other are not. However, be sure
to check the calendar in this issue for details.

You may have noticed that this Morgazette Issue is a few weeks later than usual. We are moving the pro-
duction date up to the very end of the second month to accommodate 2 full months of runs, articles, and
events. This way, we hope to truly cover all of the events that take place during each Morgazette cycle.
We are very grateful to event organizers who pen their reviews, and send in event photos soon after theirWe are very grateful to event organizers who pen their reviews, and send in event photos soon after their
event is complete. This gives us more time to edit and format the later stories that come to us. We appre-
ciate your patience in waiting for the March-Aprils edition of the Morgazette. 

Thank you to all those who contribute to the Morgazette. There are many of you, and we deeply appreciate
your input and ideas. Without your stories there would be no Newsletter for our club.

We have received several emails from Dennis Glavis about an Internet site called “Only in Your State.”
There are several ideas about interesting places to visit, beautiful scenery to view, roads that will challengeThere are several ideas about interesting places to visit, beautiful scenery to view, roads that will challenge
any Morganeer, and even the best Ice Cream shops in the Northern part of our state. The following is the
landing page for Northern California. 
                                         www.onlyinyourstate.com/states/northern-california

In closing, we hope you continue to enjoy the Morgazette, to share your adventures in your Morgan, to tell
us how you care for your car, or give advice about special places to drive our Morgans.     

by Fred Thompson
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Letter from the Editors
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All British Motoring Show  - May 22, 2022
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 Article and photos by: Ellen Jo Baron and Jim
Taylor Additional photos by Dennis Glavis 
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of the old 1915 Ridge
Route known at the time as 
Dead Man's Curve." From
there, we retraced some

roads and ended up in Lebec. A Mexican restaurant across the parking lot
stayed open late to serve us, and we had a comfortable meal there.

Another early departure found us now driving up the Old Ridge Route and
up the path of early Sandburg Hillclimb races (held 1950/51), in which
storied Morgan drivers competed successfully.

It was cold and windy at the finish line, and you can see traces of the old cement road pavement. There was
a great view of part of the San Andreas Fault. Our 5 cars then took the curvy, wooded, mile-high road west of
Lebec down to the oil town of Taft at 1,000 feet. On the way our road crossed the fault again. The drivers then
drove to Cholame, near the site of James Dean's fatal crash, which Doug had driven by just minutes before it
happened. A memorial to the actor is there. After crossing the San Andreas fault again, the group (Minus
Larsons) ended up at Cambria. John and Lynn Willburn joined us for a special farewell dinner (your sometime
photographer, EJB, failed to document this event, to her chagrin). photographer, EJB, failed to document this event, to her chagrin). 

On our 4th day we departed at a leisurely 9 am and after the final
drive-up Hwy 1, the final five met at Nepenthe for lunch, from the top
deck of which we viewed the
Pfeiffer Point Onshore Fault, as
evidenced by the sag pond refer-
enced by Doug Hamilton in his
excellent hand-written notes ofexcellent hand-written notes of
the many geological features that
we drove past during our 4-day
trip. 
 

Here the hills were rounded and early spring flowers were just
beginning to bloom. Everyone explored the rock outcroppings
and picked up some good examples of the rhyolite and other
rocks that matched those of the Pinnacles. Near the end of this
day, Pres. Paul Marchant joined us, driving his +8 up from San
Diego. From above the Tejon Pass most of the group viewed a
section of the Tejon Pass most of the group viewed a section section of the Tejon Pass most of the group viewed a section 
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A Poem by Larry Ayers
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